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WERE DEFEATED, 


tits RESPECTFULLY DEDIOATED, 2 


H. M. S. Bellerophon, 


it june 1 N 
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"TO THE'READER.. 


Tu motive for printing the following Dif- 
courſe, is to raiſe a Fund for the benefit of the 
| wounded Seamen and Marines, who have loſt 
their limbs on board the Bellerophon, or been ren- 
dered oth-rwiſe incapable of ſerving their country, 
during the ſeveral actions with the Fleet of the | 
French preſent Government, on the 28th and 2gth 
of May, and 1ſt of June, 1794- —To which purpoſe 
the whole of the ſums ariſing from the diſpoſal of it 
will be applied, the expence of printing and other 
contingencies being already anſwered : and this 
it is hoped will be a ſufficient apology for ſending 
it immediately to the preſs.—A Diſcourſe of this 
nature, addreſſed to the variety of deſcriptions of 
men which compoſe the congregation in a ſhip of 
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war, can have no claim to, (or does the author ex- 
peR) the ſiualleſt merit, either for ſtyle or diction. 
Criticiſm will therefore, it is hoped; on this oc- 
caſion, give way to the more pleaſing impreſſions 
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ſerve their country; in which at the expence of 
their blood they Re, under Providence, happily 


ſucceeded :—and the attentions of the humane will 


be of greater benefit now „ than hereafter, as it will 
enable ſome of them (who, even in. their preſent 
unfortunate and mutilated ſtate, would wiſh to 
earn a ſmall matter) to obtain the means, and will 
therefore help to render their future exiſtence 
comparatively happy—affiſtance will likewiſe be 
adminiſtered i in a ſmall degree at preſent, which 
will be of infinite ſervice to the ſufferers ; as it 
r neceſſarily be ſome time before they will re- 
ceeͤive either wages or prize money. It is intended 
alſo to make ſuch a partial application to the relief 
of the widows and orphans of the few who have 
loſt their lives ; and the number is ſo ſmall, that 
it is conceived this plan may be eaſily and com- 
pletely effected. Se 
Thoſe who have kindly undertaken to receive 
| this Diſcourſe for ſale, will regularly account for 
. 19 the 
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dee produce to gentlemen whoſe local and official N et EIS 
-  Gtuation will make it both convenient and proper e 

8 to inſpeßt the application of, i and the. ſatis« - 
faction which muſt naturally ariſe from ſeeing this 
. | ſmall exertion of our abilities in the cauſe of hu- 
| manity and common gratitude, crowned with ſuc 
ceſs, will awply compenſate the very little trouble 
occaſioned n. „ boca n 
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GREAT. and: PEO Lord. God! the High 
and Holy one who inhabiteſt Eternity—we- pray 
bee te look down from thy throne; of mercy, and 
- graciouſly to receive our praiſes and thankſgivings 
which we bumbly tender for thy late bounty and 
goodneſs to us thine unworthy ſervants. —Grant : 
ys the grace of thy Holy Spirit, to merit in ſome 
degree that favor which thou haſt ſo kindly con- 
| ferred, by the defence and protection of our lives, 
in the conflift we have recently experienced with 
the Enemy, by the reformation and amendment 
of whatever is amiſs in the frame and temper of 
our minds, or in the courſe and actions of aus: 
| lives; and to preſerve us to thy heavenly king- \ 
dom, when it ſhall pleaſe thee to call us from this 
life. We requeſt of thee to receive theſe our 
petitions and acknowledgments, in the name and 
for the ſake of our bleſſed Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
. Chriſt, in whoſe moſt comprehenſive form of 
prayer we further ſupplicate thy protection, ſaying 
— Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed be 


thy 
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thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as. it is in beayen-give us this day our 
daily bread,” and forgive us our treſpaſſes, as we 
forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us—and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for 
"thine is the kingdom, and the power and the 
glory, for ever n ever. N 
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PSALM 116, V. . 


NOT UNTO US, O LORD! NOT UNTO Us, 
- BUT UNTO THY NAME GIVE GLORY 
FOR THY MERCY AND FOR THY 
TRUTH'S SAKE. — 
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Tat natural impulſe of gratitude 
in the mind of man, is never more 
forcible, or its effects more pleaſant, 
than when the Heart is warmed by 
the pleaſing recollection of the re- 
: cent benefit; this diſpoſition is al- 


B ways 
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2 


ways attended with the moſt agree- : 


able ſenſations, and the ſpontaneous | 
effuſions of the grateful ſpirit are 
given and received with equal con- 


deſcenſion and favor in proportion 


as the declaration 18 made with fn- 


=, 


cerity. 


Amongſt the different cauſes of ob- 
ligation, which we owe to the Al- 
mighty, preſervation i in time of CR 
ger certainly holds a diſtinguiſhed 
rank—we thank him firſt that he hath 
made us, and our next reſort to his 
infinite mercy and coodneſs is, to 


{1 preſerve 


oops] 
/ 


OVER 
preſerve: us—this is what we daily 
aſk and as conſtantly receive—he 1s 
watchful over all our actions, and 
if in the common courſe of our daily 
purſuits he kindly grants his aſſiſ. 
tance, when comparatively ſpeaking, 
we are in little danger of being ma- 
terially annoyed—how much more 
gratefully ought we to acknowledge 
the obligation, when in times of im- 
minent danger and riſk, he interpoſes 
with his gracious favor, and not only 
prevents the impending or threat- 
ened evil, but further, of his infinite 
goodneſs and mercy turneth that to 


our 


Ws 


U. 


our profit and comfort which was in- 


tended for our diſgrace and deſtrue- 


tion. To ye who now hear me, I may 


ſafely venture to appeal—I believe, 


in proof of the juſtice of this remark; _ 


you will generally on a moment's re- 


flection exclaim with the Pſalmift” 
«© The "Lord hath wrought a mighty 5 
« ſalvation for use got not this 
« by our own Sword, neither was it | 


Our own Arm that ſaved us, but thy 


„ right hand and thine Arm and the 


„light of thy countenance, becauſe 


1 
thou haſt a favor unto us the Lord 


« hath appeared for us—the Lord | 


: 


hath 


5 


725 


| - | 1 


a 7% 
e 


e hath overthrown our Enemies and 


_ . * daſhed in pieces thoſe that roſe up 
* againſt us Therefore, * Not unto 
us, O Lord l Not unto us, but unto 


thy name be given the Glory. 85 


? We are my Friends! now particu- 
larly called upon to offer up our 
praiſes and than lgiviags to the Al- | 
mighty, for having in the perſons of 
| yourſelves and your brave aſſociates 
in virtue and courage, competi- 
tors for Glory; bleſſed the Britiſh 
Fleet with a Victory, which will ſtand 
in the firſt rank, at leaſt, when com- | 


pared Fi. 


Mg eee 4 91 
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| pared. with every e 0 


down to us by the Hiſforians,: bor 
this Kingdom has placed a Navy to 
protect her ſnhore. 


This Victory 1 ſay hath been ef. 
fected under the guidance and pro- 
teftion of Providence by y0u—your 5 


Commanders and Officers have been 


the happy Dltrumeonits of direding 1 


your undaunted and collected ſpirit, | 
to the poſſeſſion of ys ſignal and 


moſt important . 


It is my moſt ardent deſire that the 


: happy iſſue of this e under- 


takin g 


ic * * 
King for your Country's g ſafety, 4 


to your own immortal credit and 
Honour, may have a proper and a 
laſting effect on all who hear me 


this day; and though I may in the 


ſhort diſcuſſion of the ſubject appear 
to aria a different light from 
that in which you may modeſtly con- 

ſider it, if you argue that you have 
done no more than your Duty, 
yet your grateful Countrymen, my 
F. riends muſt ing will ever hold 
themſelves obliged in the higheſt de- 
gree to your exertions—and a ſeri- 
ous and Ready reflection properly 


made 


fortable and lalutary conſequences. 
both to yourſelves and to every 

other , worthy. fellow ſubject, 4 WhO | 
will give the matter a Proper conſi- 


deration. | {146723 1 


In the proſecution of the purpose 
intended by this diſcourſe, the firſt 
obſervation I ſhall make, will be o 
ſhew the effect of proper diſcipline . 


and good order, which is the main 


5 ſpring of Action, and gives energy to 


every effort for the benefit of the 
ſervice.—In the next place, I ſhall re- 


com- 


*. \ 


on the ſubje&t muſt produce com- 


* 


- 


is * : 
, 0 
d 
po _ * 


commend a continuance of thaſe {o- 


cial endeavours to keep up that bar- : 


mony and friendſhip, which by units | £ 


| ing have made us fow nful—Lally 


I ſhall (calling upon the Almighty, to 
witneſs the ſincerity of all our grate?- 
ful ſentiments on the occaſion) carry 5 
the intention of our Preſent meeting 


into effect, * offering our e 


and beſeeching u. to 1 in 
us, hearts and diſpoſitions worthy to 
receive his ineſtimable benefits 
ſhall humbly ſupplicate that our wor- 


thy and brave commander, and all 


by + our 


Wn. © 

our ſhip's company at preſent con- 
fined by misfortunes in the late ac- N 

tions, which (we all ſincerely n 

may be ſpeedily reſtored to health, 

and to our ſociety, with the ability 

of uniting their praiſes and thankf- 5 


givings with ours. 


Firſt, then, I ſhall ſhortly treat on 
the effects of diſcipline and good or- 
der—The diſcourſes on ſome of the 
principal Articles of War, were in- 
tended to produce the effect which 
has ſo gloriouſly ſhewn itſelf in the 
united efforts of the Bellerophon's 


whole 


whole ſhip's company, and during a ; 


conflict continued at different inter 


£ 


ter van for five days, and wherein 
5 throughout three ſeparate actions, no 

complaint of any kind, even. for the moſt 
triſling oniiffion, was brought forward 


againſt any one of that ſhip's com- 


pany, exceeding fix hundred, by far 


the greater part of that number ne- 


ver ſaw any thing of the kind, till 


the time when we have reaſon to 


praiſe God they behaved ſo well.— 


Let me then ſerioully : alk any one of 


| thoſe who hear me—lf he thinks it 


poſſible this great purpoſe could e 


been 


| ith 
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e 
been effected had there been no re. 


gulations in force, and the ſhip's 


company left to act at their own dif, 


. 


undoubtedly hard, and the ſhip's 
company were neceſſarily kept fome 
hours without the repoſe which na- 


ture requires but even this did not 


affect your ſpirits; upon the third 


— 


action you | bravely performed your | 


part in the concluſion of an event 


which your country will record to 
poſterity with gratitude when it 
was poſlible, with propriety, you had 


repoſe—but without this temporary 


relief, 


C43) 


relief, I have no douht, from the ge 


neral tenor of your conduct during 
an interval of five days ſuſpence 
you would have molt cheerfully 
ſubmitted to any cerfornl inconve- 
nience, which human nature could 
here ſupported, and where the mind 
is willing—we ſee and know perſe. 
verance will work almoſt miraculous 
effects. Let your attention never be 
| led aftray by any conſideration from 
the ſtrict obſervance of decency, and 
= ſtudy to promote comfort and hap- 
pineſs, this will enſure the regulari- 
ty of conduct which hath produced 
| ſuch | 


* — p . 
* 
— * 
„„ —U— — — — — — —— — — — — 


6— 


—_ - — 2 — —-_ — 
gw » eh tt eo — — 
* Re 
——_—— 


| B 
ſuch eminent ſucceſs on this occa- x 
ion And you never need edsebt⸗ 
ful, under God's providence, of the 
ſame good Fortune, ſhould it happen 
you are again called forth in defence 
of your country's cauſe on this, or 


any other future occaſion.— 


Secondly, I recommend a conti- 
nuance of Friendſhip and Harmony 
amongſt ourſelves, which hath, by 
uniting made us powerful, and will 
as in this, during any other interval 
wherein your aſſiſtance is or may be 
called tor—And hippy am I to de- 


clare, 


( 36-): 
clare, and I believe I can ſafely ap- | 


peal to thoſe who will give the ſub- 
| jet a turn in their minds, that 858 
5 is not meant to expreſs the moſt diſ- 
tant doubt but it will be ſo—I am 
happy and moſt gratefully thankful 
"0 declare I believe the late tranſac- 

tion has naturally ſtrengthened the 
ſocial bond by which we are united 
I therefore only mean to guard 
againſt a poſſibility of any thing like a 
difference of e happening, bs 
a general ſyſtem of e 
vading the whole ſhip's e 
and as our conduct may perhaps 


without 
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without flattery, be ſaid to have been 15 
ſtrictiy proper and correct on this 5 
occaſion So let friendſhip. and cou- 1 
rage united, gain che eſteem of our 

fellow ſubjects of every deſcription, 


and we need not, thus prepared, fear 


the threats of that country which hath 


choſen for its new fangled title „the - 


pompous appellation of a government | 


on republican principles one and andi 
vifible. They would wiſh the world 


to believe they have but one principle, 


one ſentiment—Alas! it is to be feared 


their principle and ſentiment (In mean a 


the n. and ſentiment of their 


leade rs) | 


't%) 


2 0 the "nediarioppaſie of 
: 3 have heard 
the report from ſome 0 ihein ano 
intelligent menibers-who bare fallen 
into dur hands—for- the fallacy of 
their affe@rdindiaifibility;oruniont of 
 opinipn+you have heard them des 
dare their notions and their opinions 
olf their! preſent. government—you 5 
have heard them gate that many of 
theta were driven into the ſervice.” 
Ebaye converſed with: ſome of them 
cbode rng their ideas of the liberty „ 


they enſoyed in France they fay— 
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« us when the war ir over.” alas]! ex. 
perience is the touchſtone of truth— 


and after all, ſome of them have been 
candid enough to confeſs, that thou gh 
the old form of government had ſome 


defects, and though "the ſubject la- 
boured under ſome, it is to be fairly 
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